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Dear Parents,            

It was wonderful to see so many of our Hillcrest Families at our “Meet the Teacher” Pizza 

Evening!  We know many of you had a detailed tour of your child’s classroom and the rest of the 

school.  We hope your child had a chance to introduce you to his/her teacher.  We appreciate all of 

the terrific parent support you provide.  Thank you to the Hillcrest PAC executive for organizing 

the food for this event. 

Each month we celebrate students who have birthdays.  Thank you to all the parents who have 

volunteered to make cupcakes during the school year.  Thank you to Christine Ondang who made the 

cupcakes for our September babies – they said they were delicious.  If you are able to volunteer to 

bake cupcakes in a future month, please email me. 

 Halloween falls on a Tuesday this year.  Students are welcome to wear their costumes to 

school.  We start off the day with a costume parade in the gym – parents are invited to attend. 

 After 35 enjoyable years working with children, I am retiring at Christmas.  It has been a 

privilege to have spent 12 of my years in education here at Hillcrest.  An amazing school and 

community that supports their children in every way.  I know this tradition will continue long into the 

future.  The School District is actively planning for succession to my position.  I will keep you posted. 

Thank you for your ongoing support of your child’s learning. 

 

Alan Harrison 

Principal 

 

PAC News 
 The Hillcrest PAC work party takes place on Saturday, October 14, from 9:30 to 11:30 am.  

We could use as many families as possible to complete jobs around the school grounds.  Please bring 

your rake, shovel or branch cutters.  We also need a rototiller to rework the sand in our sandboxes.  If 

the day is nice, we hope to paint hop scotch/basketball lines, mow our GT sliding hill (we need an old 

mower and a weed eater), rake around our playgrounds, weed our flower beds, pull burdocks and 

complete a few other odd jobs.  Please bring your children, and everyone can help out. 

 

PAC Meeting Tuesday, October 24th from 6:00 to 7:00 in our library.   

 Child minding provided, everyone welcome. 
 

Our school goals for this school year are:  

 “To provide our students with meaningful outdoor learning opportunities.”  

“To explore the Core Competency of Communication, specifically the facet of having students  

explain/recount and reflect on their experiences and accomplishments.”  
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Terry Fox Run 
 

 Thank you to the Hillcrest community for your generous support of our Terry Fox Run.  Not 

only did we raise money for this worthwhile cause, students learned about Terry and the value of 

giving, as well as really enjoying the run.  (students are counting the money – we will let you know 

the total next newsletter) 

 Mrs. Housden’s class did a super job of leading this event.  Thank you also to Ed Hinman who 

returned once again to help with the run.  

 We also want to acknowledge and thank Hanna and Hanna Orchards, who donated 325 apples 

to Hillcrest students.   

 

Playground Fundraising 

 

 Our Fuel Good partnership with the Co-op gas station was very successful.  Thanks to all of 

you who filled your tank!  We raised $3576.10 for our playground.  Many community members 

waited to fill up, and maximized the amount of money raised.  Co-op sold 11, 000 more litres then 

they do on a regular Monday!  Big thank you’s to Marilyn Williams and the staff of the Co-op. 

 In addition the students who played music at the Co-op had $118.10 donated, while Livvy and 

Quinn Stelmak, Bowie and Stevie Bowshinski operated a lemonade stand and donated their $175 to 

the playground fund. 

 We also had two more corporate donations.  Thank you to Integrity Roofing ($500) and 

Standard Roofing ($500).   

 Monies are building.  Your PAC group will report the amount raised to date, in our next 

communication. 

  

What Happens if My Child is Sent to the Office? 
 

 There may be a time in the school year that your child may need to visit the office.  Office 

visits can be anything from running an errand, to coming to get a tooth necklace for a newly lost tooth.  

There are also times when a student behavior may be an issue or a student may have made a bad 

choice or decision.  When students come to the office for behavior, we follow these steps: 

 

1. The student draws a picture of her mistake.  

2. We talk about the mistake and write script describing what happened. 

3. We discuss how to fix the mistake. 

4. We discuss what happens if the same mistake is made again. 

 

Often the student and I then visit with the classroom teacher and the student leads the discussion 

using the picture to help.  If the student’s behavior is a safety concern, or if the behavior has been 

repeated, I call parents to ask for their support in reinforcing with their child, the school’s message. 

Thank you for your support – teaching behavior is not that much different then teaching reading.  

It’s okay to make a mistake – fixing the mistake and trying not to make the same mistake again are 

what we are working towards. 

 

Composting 

 

Hillcrest School is composting all compostable materials.  This includes paper toweling from our 

washrooms.  We have a system set up, where a student monitor from each room dumps the class 

compost in a larger bin, which is picked up each Wednesday.  We have noticed a considerable 

decrease in garbage already! 


