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Dear Parents,             

I feel extremely fortunate to be joining the Hillcrest family. Hillcrest Elementary has an outstanding 
reputation as an amazing place to learn. It is known…  

• As a caring community in which “everyone belongs” 
• For having passionate, innovative and dedicated educators 
• For having extremely supportive parents and community members 

 
I have thoroughly enjoyed witnessing this type of quality learning experience over the past couple of weeks 
and I look forward to helping our staff and students continue to be the best versions of themselves. Thank 
you to everyone for the very warm welcome and a huge thank you to Mr. Harrison and Debbie for making 
the transition so easy for me. I look forward to getting to know each and every member of our community a 
little better over the next while.  
 
Gord Ritchie 
Principal 
 
PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
 
Tomorrow, January 23 (January 30 for Mrs. Housden), teachers will have a learning conference with 
each parent and student. This conference is considered to be the second formal report, therefore, it is 
especially important that each family has the opportunity to meet with their child's teacher. The 
purpose of this conference will be to focus on your child’s learning goal(s), and to ensure a plan is in 
place to help them meet these goals. 
 
Students will be dismissed at 12:05pm on January 23 to allow for the conferences. Buses will also run 
early on this day so please ensure that you have made arrangements for your children. 
 
If you have not yet booked your appointment online through PARENT CONNECT please contact your 
child’s teacher to arrange a time.  

TRANSPORTATION UPDATE 

The SD83 Transportation Department is asking families that have had a change of address or phone 
number since September 2017 to please update this information with their child’s school at (250-832-
7195).  

Up-to-date information helps to keep school records accurate for emergencies and assists the 
Transportation Department while they work on their 2018-2019 bus route restructuring and 
improvement of transportation services. 
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NEW HILLCREST WEBSITE and SOCIAL MEDIA PAGES 

We are excited to announce that our new website www.hil.sd83.bc.ca is now live! Please check this 
page frequently for the latest news and information from Hillcrest Elementary. If you are looking for 
information from our old website, most of this information can be found under the drop down menus at 
the top of the page. Our new website features a blog for posting the latest news at Hillcrest, a live 
calendar of events and links to three new Hillcrest Social Media accounts (Twitter, Facebook and 
Google+). If you notice something missing or have a suggestion on how we could improve our site please 
email gritchie@sd83.bc.ca.  

NEW PAC MEETING DATES 

Our PAC meeting schedule was updated this month. Please note that regular PAC meetings will now be 
held at 6:00pm on the last Monday of the Month. Below is the new meeting schedule for the remainder 
of the 2017-18 school year.  

• Monday January 29 @ 6:00pm 
• Monday February 26 @ 6:00pm 
• Monday April 30 @ 6:00pm 
• Monday May 28 @ 6:00pm 

UNPLUG AND PLAY WEEK 

During the week of January 20-27 families are encouraged to turn off their devices and spend more time 
walking, skating, reading, swimming, playing board games, baking, snowshoeing and just playing 
unplugged. There are dozens of free activities planned in the Salmon Arm area including… 

• Salmon Arm Early Years Fair – Mon Jan 22 @ 4:30pm (District Education Support Center) 
• Under the Lights Family Snowshoe Night – Thurs Jan 25 @ 5pm (Little Mountain Sports Fields) 
• Family Fitness Night – Fri Jan 26 @ 6:45pm (Hillcrest School) 

Please visit shuswapliteracy.ca for the full list of events and details.  

BOOK FAIR 

Our book fair was a success! Net sales totaled $4697.52, which means that we earned $2370.16 to 
purchase new books for the library! Thank you to the parents who volunteered to help with set-up, 
sales, and pack-up. We could not have run this fundraiser without you. Thank you, as well, to everyone 
who supported the library by shopping at the book fair. 

CHES STUDENT SPONSORSHIP UPDATE 

Thank you to everyone who provided a donation last month to help in sponsoring Seruya Wanyama. In 
total, $345 was collected! Seruya is the second student from Kenya, Africa that Hillcrest has been able to 
send to boarding school, for $600 per year. The Canadian Harambee Education Society (CHES) was 
started to help girls in Africa who have no opportunity to attend school. All donations to CHES go 
directly to educating a student.  
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BASKETBALL 

Practices have now started for students wishing to play Grade 5 Basketball this year. Thank you to Mr. 
Roberts, Mrs. Housden, Ms. Morrison and Mrs. Menzies for volunteering to coach this year.  

Grade 5 Girls (Coaches Mrs. Menzies and Ms. Morrison) 

Practices – Tuesdays @ 2:30pm and Thursdays @ 12:00pm 
Games – Thursdays @ 2:30pm 

Grade 5 Boys (Coaches Mrs. Housden and Mr. Roberts) 

Practices – Mondays @ 12:00pm and Wednesdays @ 2:30pm 
Games – Mondays @ 2:30pm 

HILLCREST FUN HOCKEY LEAGUE 

This Hillcrest Fun Hockey League will be starting on Tuesday Jan 23. The schedule is posted in the front 
hall by the office. Games will be played at lunch in the gym. It is fantastic to see such a large number of 
students participating this year. In total we have 10 teams competing! 

PIRATE LOPPET 

Is your child interested in going to the 2018 School Pirate Loppet on Friday Feb 2, 2018? If so, please pick 
up a permission form in the office. Permission forms are due to the office by January 24, 2018. A huge 
thank you to Mrs. Meerza for coordinating this event for our students.  

BRING A BOOK/TAKE A BOOK 

In support of Unplug and Play Week students are encouraged to bring a used book and exchange it for a 
“new to them” book at the Bring a Book/Take a Book table outside of the Library. If you wish to donate 
books to the JAM the GM fundraiser please feel free to drop them off on this table as well. We will be 
taking all leftover books to the GM dealership on Friday for donation.  

POLICE INFORMATION CHECK REMINDER 

Salmon Arm RCMP mentioned that several parents brought in their letter to volunteer at Hillcrest 
School but have not picked up their completed Police Information Checks from their office.  

When you pick up your completed Police Information Check from the RCMP please remember to bring 
it, along with your receipt, to the office for reimbursement.  

If you are planning to volunteer and/or drive for a school activity in the next few years, and you have not 
yet completed your Police Information Check, forms can be picked up from our office. There are several 
field trips being planned at the moment and your support is greatly appreciated.  

 

 



 

SKATING 

Skating has begun! Our Grade 1-3 classes had their first day of skating on Friday, Jan 19 and our Grade 4-
5 classes will be participating in their first Rec Skate on Tuesday, Jan 23. Grade 1-3 classes will be skating 
again on Jan 26 and Feb 2 and the Grade 4-5 classes will be skating again on Jan 30. Thanks to all of our 
skate tying volunteers and coaches for their support. 

MRS. HARRISON IS RETIRING! 

It is with both extreme sadness and joy that we are announcing Mrs. Harrison’s retirement at Spring 
Break 2018. We were extremely fortunate to have had Mrs. Harrison stay on in the office to help with 
the transition to a new principal, however, she is very much looking forward to joining Mr. Harrison in a 
well deserved retirement. She is truly an amazing person and will be greatly missed by students, staff 
and parents. All the best to Mrs. Harrison in her many exciting adventures ahead.  

  
 

Our next Hot Lunch is Friday, January 26th 
 
 

FUNDRAISERS 

CO-OP Gas Bar Number 

The number 97166, can be used when fueling up at the Co-op Gas Station.  A small portion of 
the funds paid to the Co-op is given back to the school. 

Grocery Cards 

One of our major playground fundraiser, grocery cards can be purchased anytime from Debbie 
in the school office.  The PAC appreciates your support. 

 
 
 
 

Our school goals for this school year are: 
 

 Goal #1: “To provide our students with meaningful outdoor learning opportunities.” 
 

Goal #2: “To explore the Core Competency of Communication, specifically the facet of having 
students explain/recount and reflect on their experiences and accomplishments.” 

 
 

 



 

PAC News 

Welcome to 2018 and welcome Mr. Ritchie!  We look forward to working with 
you and moving forward into the New Year!  We’d like to thank you, parents and friends 
of Hillcrest, for your support in 2017 and bring you up to date with our fundraising 
efforts. 

During our fall fundraisers $7500 was raised for our new playground, which 
brings our grand total to $39,000!  That’s amazing!  The monies raised came from 
several different projects:  

Purdy’s:  Chocolate sales reached a record high this year. Way to go! 

Christmas Flowers/Wreaths:   This fundraiser is a faithful contributor to our playground.  
Each year sales are high and the product is beautiful! It’s a win/win! 

Grocery Cards:  Slow and steady!  This option may not seem to move our thermometer 
quickly, but it does! If every Hillcrest family purchased $100/month we would raise 
$1300/month.  Make this your News Years resolution! 

Christmas Concert: 50/50 tickets, best seats in the house and the silent auction items 
were a success!  Thank you to Jackie Leel for donating the mermaid tale, rocket ship and 
crocodile. 

Magazine Sales: This was our first attempt at a magazine fundraiser and it proved very 
popular.  Your orders will be arriving soon. 

Have you seen our amazing slide thermometer?  Check it out.  Special thank you 
to Joanna Hamilton for designing it and to Torbram Electrial Supply for covering the cost 
of having it printed.   We appreciate your support and it looks fabulous! 

PAC presented Mr. Harrison with a beautiful wooden sign commemorating his 35 
year career in education.   Sarah Dickenson designed, handmade and donated it.  Thank 
you! 

Going forward PAC plans to approach the Salmon Arm business district for their 
support and contributions toward the replacement of our Adventure Playground.  If you 
are a local business owner or work for a business that may be interested in donating to 
this cause please contact the office.  

 Without your support none of this progress would be possible.  Every fundraiser, 
effort and dollar counts and we are so grateful.  
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