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May 24, 2018 

 
Dear Community Member: 
 
As you have probably heard by now, Hillcrest Elementary School will be receiving $90,000 in 
funding from the provincial government towards our new playground! This letter is intended to 
both officially share this exciting news with our community and answer some of the questions 
you may have.  
 
Q: Will $90,000 cover the entire cost of the Hillcrest Playground Project?  
Unfortunately, $90,000 will not cover the entire cost of the playground our PAC was fundraising 
for. Below is a breakdown of the expected costs. 
 
Playground Structure   $75,000 (includes taxes) 
Installation Costs   $35,000 (estimate) 
Total     $110,000 
 
Q: How do we plan to pay for the entire cost of the playground? 
The playground money raised falls into four different categories. Below is the order in which we 
plan to spend the money raised to cover the total estimated cost of $110,000 for the 
playground.  

1) Government Playground Grant ($90,000) 
2) Other Playground Grants - that still apply ($11,000) 
3) Playground Sponsorship/Donations ($12,861) 
4) PAC Fundraisers ($37,262)  

 
Q: What will happen to the surplus money raised that is no longer needed to pay 
for the playground?  
We anticipate that… 

• All of the grant money received will be needed to pay for the total cost of the playground.  
• Most of the money raised through sponsorship/donations will still be needed to pay for 

the total cost of the playground.  
• Most of the money raised through PAC fundraisers should be able to be returned to PAC.  
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Q: What will happen if all of the donations/sponsorship money collected is not 
needed to pay for the playground?  
PAC will be sending a letter to all of our donors/sponsors asking them to verify their intentions 
with regard to the money that was donated. For example, if the money is not needed to build 
the playground, would they still like to donate the money to PAC for another cause? If donors 
wish to have their money returned, the school will need to work with the SD83 finance 
department to complete that process.   
 
Q: How do I find out more about the new playground and what the plan is for the 
surplus money fundraised by PAC? 
Parents are encouraged to attend our monthly PAC meetings. These meetings offer a venue for 
sharing the latest information, asking questions, and providing suggestions/feedback. PAC will 
not be making any major spending decisions with respect to the surplus money until after the 
playground is completely paid for. The next PAC meeting will be on Monday May 28 @ 6:00pm. 
Community members with questions about the new playground are welcome to contact the 
school as well.  
 
Q: What is the timeline for the new playground?  
We are still waiting for the government grant money to arrive in our district playground account, 
however, as soon as it arrives we will be confirming our order for the playground PAC decided on 
last year. Due to other district commitments during the summer, we anticipate a Fall 2018 
installation.  
 
Thank you for your continued support and please feel free to contact the school at (250) 832-
7195 if you have any questions or concerns.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Gord Ritchie 
Principal 

gritchie@sd83.bc.ca





