
 
Phone:250-832-7195   Email: hil@sd83.bc.ca    Web Site: http://www.hil.sd83.bc.ca 

Newsletter #1     Sept 6, 2018 

 

Dear Parents,             

Thank you for helping to make our school start up successful for your children. We have 310 students this 
year. This is up by approximately 23 students from our projections in June. As a result, we were able to add 
an additional division at the last minute to bring us to 14 divisions again. A huge thank you goes out to our 
entire staff who have done an amazing job of ensuring our students were not negatively affected by this last 
minute change to our school organization.  
 
It has been a pleasure visiting classrooms over the past few days. Our teachers are working hard at building 
safe and inclusive learning environments. Tomorrow we will be holding a welcome back assembly to expand 
on some of the topics students have already been discussing in class. We will discuss friendship and what 
our school motto “Where everyone belongs” means. We will talk about how to be positive leaders (ie. being 
kind, including others, offering to help, getting involved etc.) and show that you care (ie. listening, 
respecting others belongings, doing your best etc.). We will also discuss how these beliefs relate to some of 
our school rules and expectations (ie. Sticks are for building, Hands off school, Climbing, Boundaries, 
Bathrooms, etc.). 
 
They say it takes a community to raise a child. This is so true at Hillcrest and it is what makes it such a 
special place. I encourage you all to talk to your child every day about what they are learning in school and 
take advantage of every opportunity you have to participate in school activities. I look forward to seeing 
many of you at our upcoming Meet the Teacher Night on Wed Sept 19.  
 
Gord Ritchie 
Principal 
 
DATES TO LOOK AHEAD TO: 

Sept Oct Nov 
3 – Labour Day 
4 – Playground Opening @ 8:45am 
4 – Early Dismissal @ 11:05 
5 – Kindergarten Coffee 
7 – Welcome Back Assembly 
17 – Non-Instructional Day 
19 – Meet the Teacher Night 
20 – Terry Fox Run 
21 – World Junior Hockey Assembly 
24 – Photo Day 
24 – PAC Meeting 
28 – Orange Shirt Day 

1 –Adams River Field Trip 
5 – Non-Instructional Day 
8 – Thanksgiving  
9 – New Student Registration  
      Open (2019-2020) 
18 – Great Shake Out 
19 – Non Instructional Day 
22 – Photo Retake Day 
22-26 – Interim Reports 
 

11 – Remembrance Day 
12 – School Closed for  
         Remembrance Day 
13 – Non-Instructional Day 
20 – Goal Setting Conferences  
        (Early Dismissal @ 12:05) 
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OUR SCHOOL GOALS FOR THE YEAR ARE… 
 

 Goal #1: “To provide our students with meaningful outdoor learning opportunities.” 
 

Goal #2: “To explore the Core Competency of Communication, specifically the facet of having 
students explain/recount and reflect on their experiences and accomplishments.” 

 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 
We are currently looking for volunteers in the following areas.  

BREAKFAST CLUB – Duties include preparing breakfast for students in our breakfast program 
from approximately 7:15am-8:15am. Please contact Camille Aura (rcaura1984@gmail.com) if 
you can help. We care currently looking for help on Mon, Tues and Wed mornings.  

HOT LUNCH PROGRAM – Duties include helping organize and deliver hot lunches to classrooms. 
The Hot Lunch days are usually the last Friday of each month. Volunteers would be needed from 
approximately 11:30am-12:15pm. Please contact Carla Booker (cdbooker@telus.net) if you can 
help.  

SAFE ARRIVAL PROGRAM – Duties include calling home for students who are absent without 
reason. Volunteers would be needed from approximately 8:15am-9:00am. Please contact Cindy 
Spottock (hil@sd83.bc.ca) if you can help.  

BIRTHDAY CUPCAKES – Duties include baking 24-48 cupcakes at the end of the month for any 
students who have had birthdays that month. Please contact Gord Ritchie (gritchie@sd83.bc.ca) 
if you can help and if you have a preferred month please include that info as well.  

POLICE RECORD CHECKS 

Interested in helping out at school this year? Anyone who may be left alone with students is expected to 
complete a Police Record Check form. This includes parent drivers! If you completed a Police Record 
Check last year it is not necessary to complete it again this year. If you have not yet completed your 
Police Record Check, please stop by the office to pick up the letter you need to take to the RCMP 
detachment in Salmon Arm. It typically takes more than two weeks for the Police Record Check to go 
through, so our advice would be to get it done ASAP! The RCMP charges $25, however, the school will 
provide reimbursement when the original copy of the Police Record Check and receipt is submitted.  

ONLINE ATTENDANCE 

Teachers at Hillcrest will be completing their attendance online this year. As a result, parents will be able 
to check their child's attendance live through Parent Connect starting later next week. To access Parent 
Connect, go to our school website (hil.sd83.bc.ca) and click on Parents --> Parent Connect from the drop 
down menu at the tip of the page.  
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ONLINE PERMISSION FORMS 

In an effort to "be green" and save you some time, our beginning of the year permission/consent forms 
have been placed online this year. To complete the forms, follow the instructions on the permission 
form information sheet attached to this newsletter. Deadline for completion is Monday Sept 17. Please 
contact the office if you have any questions or concerns.  

COMMUNICATION and COMMERCIAL EMAIL CONSENT 

Please be sure to check our website (http://hil.sd83.bc.ca) for the most up to date information about 
school events and activities. In addition to our school website we will also be using the following 
methods to communicate important information this year.  

NEWSLETTERS – Approximately 4 per year, or one every 2-3 months. Will be posted on our 
website and emailed home. Paper copies will be sent home with the youngest child in families 
with no email. 

WEEK AT A GLANCE – At the beginning of each week, a Week at a Glance document will be 
posted on our website and emailed home. 

MASS EMAILS – Emails will be sent on occasion to provide parents with important information 
about an upcoming school event or activity.  

Note, due to new rules and regulations all parents who would like to receive email communication this 
year must provide permission for Commercial Emails to be sent through Parent Connect. Please see 
Online Permission Forms document attached for more information. 

NEW PLAYGROUND! 

A HUGE thank you to the dozens of volunteers who helped install our new playground on Aug 25-27. 
The students absolutely love it! I think the amount of digging and shoveling required to install 70+ posts 
surprised everyone. Thank you to Sandra Major and Morgan Wilson who did an amazing job of 
organizing our volunteers in addition to working 8+ hours each day. Special thanks also goes out to Wes 
Birkett and family for donating a skid steer for the weekend and to Shuswap Trailers for donating an 
auger. Finally, thank you to all of the volunteers and sponsors who helped raise money for this project 
over the past couple of years! It is so cool to see all of the students and their families still playing on the 
playground into the late evening.  

MEET THE TEACHER NIGHT 

All families are invited to our PAC sponsored “Meet the Teacher” event, on Wednesday September 19th, 
from 5:30pm to 7:00pm. Each Hillcrest student will receive a free slice of pizza and a bottle of water. 
Additional pizza and water for other family members may be purchased for $2 a slice and water $1. Our 
PAC will also be selling grocery cards at this event for interested parents. 

This evening is an opportunity to have your child introduce you to their teacher, and also to show you 
their working space in their classroom. We hope to see you there! 

 



 

SCHOOL FEES 

Thank you to those who have already paid their school fees. For the 2018/2019 school year the 
voluntary activity fee remains at $20 per students, with a family rate of $40. Supply/music fees are $32 
per student and agendas are $7 (except for Mrs. Boyd’s Class). Fees can be paid either to your classroom 
teacher, or in the office. The deadline for school fee payment is Friday October 5th. Thank you.  

PHOTO DAY 

Individual photos will be taken of your child on Monday September 24th. Retake day is Monday October 
22nd. Class photos will be taken in the Spring.  

REGISTRATION FOR 2019-2020 KINDERGARTEN 

Registration for students entering Kindergarten next year opens on Tuesday Oct 9th. If you know of 
children in the Hillcrest catchment area, who are turning 5 in 2019, please let them know.  

PARKING LOT – KISS and GO (30 SECONDS MAX PLEASE) 

Please have your child ready to enter/exit your vehicle quickly if you are using the KISS and GO lane. The 
kiss and go lane is intended to be a quick drop off and pick up area in which vehicles are not to be 
stopped for more than 30 seconds. We would also like encourage parents to consider picking up their 
children (especially older grades) on the field side instead of using the main parking lot.  

PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL (PAC) 

All Hillcrest parents are members of the Hillcrest PAC. We hope you can join us for our first meeting on 
Monday September 24th from 6:00pm-7:00pm in the school library. Free child minding will be provided.  

Some of the topics we will be discussing include our Annual Grounds Clean Up in October, our new 
playground, our annual fundraisers (ie. Hot Lunch Program, Grocery Cards, Co-Op gas number etc.),  

ORANGE SHIRT DAY 

Orange shirt day is an opportunity for Indigenous people, local governments, schools and communities 
to come together in the spirit of reconciliation and hope for generations of children to come. Orange 
Shirt Day at Hillcrest is on Friday September 28th. If your child does not have an orange shirt, anything 
orange if fine.  

TERRY FOX RUN 

Our annual Terry Fox run will be taking place on Thursday Sept 20th this year. This is a very special year 
for us as it will be the 25th year Hillcrest has participated in the Terry Fox Run.  

 

 



 

REPORTING STUDENT PROGRESS TO PARENTS 

Teachers will student progress with you five times during the school year according to the schedule 
below. There will be three formal reports and two informal reports.  

Informal (Interim) Reports 
This may be a written interim, a phone call, a conference, or a parent meeting.  

Oct 22-26 – Interim Report #1 
Apr 15-18 – Interim Report #2 

Formal Reports 
The focus of the goal setting conference on Nov 20 will be to work as a team to both identify 
individual learning goals for your child and develop a plan to support them with their goals. The 
two formal report cards that follow will report on student progress in all areas, including the 
individual goals they set. 

Nov 20 – Formal Report #1 (Goal Setting Conference) 
Jan 31 – Formal Report #2 (Report Card) 
June 27 – Formal Report #3 (Report Card) 

 

INDOOR SHOES 

Please remember to bring indoor shoes for your child so that we can keep our school clean and safe for 
all of our staff and students.  

LOST AND FOUND 

Missing a shoe, sock, hat, jacket? Don’t forget to check our Lost and Found, located in the hallway 
outside our gym as soon as it goes missing. All items remaining in the lost and found before a major 
school break (ie. Christmas, Spring Break, Summer) will be taken to a local thrift store for donation.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Bell Schedule 
8:08 – Welcoming Bell 

8:12 – Class Begins 

9:55-10:10 – Recess 

11:50-12:10 – Lunch Eating Time 

12:10-12:35 – Lunch Play Time 

2:05 – Dismissal 

 



 

TEACHING STAFF 
DIV LAST NAME FIRST NAME POSITION EMAIL 

1 MENZIES  Tyra Grade 5 Teacher tmenzies@sd83.bc.ca 

2 MATUGA  Cheri Grade 5 Teacher (Thurs & Fri) cmatug@sd83.bc.ca 

2 TYSSEN  Allie Grade 5 Teacher atyssen@sd83.bc.ca 

3 WENTWORTH  Jodie  Grade 4/5 Teacher jwentwor@sd83.bc.ca 

4 GECSE  Leanne  Grade 4 Teacher lgecse@sd83.bc.ca 

5 SMITH  Morgan Grade 3 Teacher mosmith@sd83.bc.ca 

6 HOUSDEN  Susan Grade 3 Teacher shousden@sd83.bc.ca 

6 MILNE  Erinn Grade 3 Teacher (Mon) emiln@sd83.bc.ca 

7 ATKINS  Michelle Grade 3 Teacher (Wed) matkins@sd83.bc.ca 

7 LARMAND  Laurelle Grade 3 Teacher llarmand@sd83.bc.ca 

8 CORBETT  Sheila Grade 2 Teacher scorbett@sd83.bc.ca 

9 MEERZA  Tammy Grade 2 Teacher tmeerza@sd83.bc.ca 

10 TBA  TBA Grade 1/2 Teacher   
11 BOYD  Loree Grade 1 Teacher lboyd@sd83.bc.ca 

12 MORRISON  Stacy Grade K/1 Teacher smorriso@sd83.bc.ca 

13 PORTER  Janice Grade K Teacher jporter@sd83.bc.ca 

14 KNIPE  Sherry Grade K Teacher sknipe@sd83.bc.ca 

  BAKER  Kristina Deaf & Hard of Hearing Teacher kbaker@sd83.bc.ca 

  BINDER  Lana Indigenous Education Work lbinder@sd83.bc.ca 

  CLARK  Jessa Learning Resource Teacher jeclark@sd83.bc.ca 

  CORRIE  Devon Literacy Intervention Teacher dcorrie@sd83.bc.ca 
  DAWSON  Katie Gifted Teacher kdawson@sd83.bc.ca 
  KOLKIND  Nancy Speech & Language Pathologist nkolkind@sd83.bc.ca 

  MITCHELL  Sharon Learning Resource Teacher smitchel@sd83.bc.ca 

  RASMUSON  Michelle  Counsellor mrasmuso@sd83.bc.ca 
  REED  Jennifer Librarian  jreed@sd83.bc.ca 
  RITCHIE  Gord Principal gritchie@sd83.bc.ca 

  ROBERTS  Brook Music Teacher broberts@sd83.bc.ca 

 

SUPPORT STAFF 
LAST NAME FIRST NAME POSITION 

BAKER  Sherri CEA 
CREASY  Julie CEA 
CROSS  Marie CEA/LHS 
DERBY  Victoria CEA 
GRAY  Penny CEA/LHS 
KUJAT  Leanne CEA/LHS 
REID  Deena CEA/LHS 
STURDY  Joan CEA 
YATES  Amie CEA 
HANNIVAN  Dawn Custodian 
SHERWOOD  Brett Custodian 
HAN  Jong Ae Secretary 
SPOTTOCK  Cindy Secretary 
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