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Dear Parents,             

The lead up to Winter Break is a very exciting and busy time at school. Winter Concerts, the Remembrance 
Day Assembly, Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences, Hot Lunches, Book Fairs, Field Trips, Volleyball, Food 
Drives, and PAC Fundraisers are just some of the things that are keeping us busy. A huge thank you goes out 
to our staff, students, and the many parent volunteers that have worked extremely hard over the past 
months to make these types of events possible.  

 
Gord Ritchie  
Principal 
 
WINTER CONCERT 

Mr. Roberts, teachers, staff and students are working hard on this year’s performance. Your child will 
participate in both an afternoon and an evening concert according to the schedule below.  

Wednesday Dec 12 Thursday Dec 13 
Div 2 – Ms. Tyssen/Mrs. Matuga 
Div 4 – Mrs. Gecse 
Div 6 – Mrs. Housden/Mrs. Kehl 
Div 9 – Mrs. Meerza 
Div 10 – Mrs. Mueller 
Div 12 – Ms. Morrison 
Div 14 – Mrs. Knipe 

Div 1 – Mrs. Menzies 
Div 3 – Mrs. Wentworth 
Div 5 – Ms. Smith 
Div 7 – Ms. Larmand/Ms. Atkins 
Div 8 – Mrs. Corbett 
Div 11 – Mrs. Boyd 
Div 13 – Mrs. Porter 

School doors will open at 6:10pm on the night of the concert. Students are to access their regular 
outside classroom door. Parents come through the main front doors of the gym – the front doors will be 
open at 6:10pm (parents may leave your boots on in the gym). There will be no reserve seating. Please 
do not arrive too early, as it may be cold waiting outside. Parking is difficult on concert nights, so we 
encourage any relatives/friends who are able to attend the afternoon concert to do so.  

“How to train your Reindeer (to fly)” will run from 1:00 to 1:45 in the afternoon and 6:30 to 7:15 in the 
evening. Your child will be on stage for the entire concert, and will return to their classroom following 
the performance, where they can be picked up. Please be sure to pick up your child before heading to 
the book fair.  

Donations of non-perishable food will be collected during the week prior to the concert and at the 
concert door for those who wish to donate. Also, the PAC will be selling tickets for the “Best Seats in the 
House” before the evening performances. The money collected from this fundraiser will be used to 
support our music program. We look forward to seeing you at your child’s concert(s)! 
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SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 

It’s almost time for the Scholastic Book Fair! This is a great opportunity to share books with your 
family while supporting our library. Up to sixty percent of sales can be used to buy new, engaging 
books for our students to sign out and read!  
 
The book fair will be open in the library at the following times:  
 
Tuesday, December 11th  2:00 – 3:00 pm  
 
Wednesday, December 12th 7:45 – 8:15 am    
 12:00 – 1:00 pm 
 1:40 – 2:40 pm  
 7:10 – 8:00 pm (after evening concert) 
 
Thursday, December 13th  7:45 – 8:15 am 
 12:00 – 1:00 pm 
 1:40 – 2:40 pm  
 7:10 – 8:00 pm (after evening concert) 
 
For the book fair to be a success, we still need VOLUNTEERS to help with set-up on Monday 
morning, with sales during the fair, and with pack-up on Friday afternoon. Please contact Jennifer 
Reed (jreed@sd83.bc.ca or 250-832-7195) if you are able to help out at one of these times.  
 
Thank you for supporting this important fundraiser!  

SNOW AND SLIDING AT HILLCREST 
 
With snow just around the corner it is a good time to review some of our expectations with respect to 
snow and sliding at Hillcrest.  

“Snow is for BUILDING and SLIDING” – The expectation is no throwing of snow. Not at a tree, 
not in a tire, not on the playground etc. Hillcrest students seem to be pretty respectful of this.  

“If you did not make it, you may not break it” – The expectation is that students respect what 
others build. This is the same expectation we have for forts. 

GT’ing on Harrison Hill – The only type of slider permitted at Hillcrest is a GT. Kindergartens are 
not permitted to GT, only grade 1 through 5 students. GT’s are only to be used on Harrison Hill 
when it is open and an adult is there to supervise. GT’s come down one sled at a time with a 
safe gap between sleds. There may be two riders on a GT. No jumps, please. HELMETS are 
mandatory. Finally, GT’s are not permitted in school. They are neatly lined up against the wall 
outside classroom doors. They need to go home on a daily basis.  

Sliding on Snow Pants – There are a number of little slopes around the grounds that students 
like to slide on. As long as they are safe they will remain open. If they become unsafe, they will 
be closed off. Grade K-3 students must have snow pants to slide. Snow pants are recommended 
for grade 4-5 students, however, if they choose to slide without them, they know there will be 
no phone calls home for dry clothes. For safety reasons student must slide feet first, one at a 
time. 
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PARKING LOT ETIQUETTE  

Our parking lot can be challenging at the best of times, and with winter upon us we know it will only get 
worse. To help ensure everyone’s safety and keep traffic flowing, please ensure you adhere to the 
signage. We also ask that you fill the parking lot by parking in the stalls furthest away from the entrance 
first. This will ensure that empty stalls are easily visible. Also, it is very important that pedestrians stay 
on the sidewalks and not walk through the parking lot. We will do our best to ensure sidewalks are clear 
and salted throughout the winter. 

 

SANTA’s ZOMBIE APOCALYPSE 

Salmon Arm Secondary invites you to the Acting 11/12 classes’ winter production of Santa’s Zombie 
Apocalypse, written by Bradley Walton. This family-friendly comedy is fun for the whole family. 
When Santa is trapped by zombies (who have somehow gotten into the North Pole), two reindeer fawns 
are determined to save the day. But as they make their way through the toy shop, encountering 
wayward zombies and stranded elves, they learn that saving the day is not as easy as it sounds. It’s 
certainly not like any video game they’ve ever played. And, why is that zombie eating a doll’s head?? 
This play is a co-production with Shuswap Theatre. Performances will take place at Shuswap Theatre (41 
Hudson St. NW – across from the Salmar Grand), playing Thurs.-Sat. at 7:30, with Sunday matinees at 
1:30, from Dec. 6-16. Tickets are $10 each, and $7 for ages 12 and under. They can be purchased online 
at shuswaptheatre.com, or in person at Intwined Fibre Arts on Hudson St. 
Come and see our play – it just might help you get on Santa’s ‘nice’ list! 

 



 

SCHOOL BUS SAFETY REMINDER 

School buses are one of the safest ways for 
children to get to school. 

Drivers travelling in both directions must STOP for 
a stopped school bus with its upper red lights 
flashing.  When you approach the bus, stop at a 
safe distance to let children get on or off the bus 
and cross the road.  Do not move forward until the red lights have stopped flashing or the bus begins to 
move.   

Thank you for helping to keep our students safe! 

HARAMBEE 

Many students choose to honour staff at Christmas with a small gift of appreciation, which is gratefully 
received and brings warm moments to our classrooms. 

For some years, the staff at Hillcrest have sponsored two students in Kenya, Africa, through the 
Canadian Harambee Education Society. CHES was started by Canadians to help girls in Africa who have 
no opportunity to attend school. The cost to send one boarding student to school for a year is $600.  

Instead of a personal gift, consider sending a card to your teacher with a small donation to Harambee. If 
you are writing a cheque, please make it payable to “Hillcrest School” (one cheque will be sent to CHES 
from the school). One option would be for the student to make a card if they feel the need to make it 
more personal to their teacher! ALL donations to CHES go directly to educating a student, as the 
organization has its own fundraisers to administer their program. 

SCHOOL FEES 

Thank you to everyone who have already paid their school fees. Unfortunately, we still have over $1700 
in unpaid fees, which can have an impact on the programs we are able to offer at school. If you have not 
yet paid your school fees please arrange for payment at your earliest convenience. If you will not be able 
to pay your fees before Friday December 21, 2018 please contact Mr. Ritchie. Thank you.    

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

There have been a few family’s who ordered photos this year but have not yet received them. If you 
ordered photos, but haven’t received them yet, please contact the office ASAP.  

REGISTRATION FOR 2019-2020 KINDERGARTEN 

Registration for students entering Kindergarten next year is OPEN. If you know of children in the 
Hillcrest catchment area, who are turning 5 in 2019, please remind them to register in the office at their 
earliest convenience.  

 



 

REPORTING STUDENT PROGRESS TO PARENTS 

Thank you for participating in our recent Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences and for supporting your 
child with the goal(s) they set for the year. Parents will receive the first formal report card of the school 
year on Friday January 31, 2019. Teachers will be working hard in January to get these assessments 
ready.  

LOST AND FOUND 

Missing a shoe, sock, hat, jacket? Don’t forget to check our Lost and Found, located in the hallway 
outside our gym as soon as it goes missing. Any items remaining in the lost and found on Dec 21, 2018 
will be taken to a local thrift store for donation.  
 

SAFE ARRIVAL PROGRAM 

Parents, please remember to phone in before 8:00am if your child will be absent or late. A huge thank 
you to our phone home volunteers for the work they do every day to ensure our students are safe.  
 

LIBRARY BOOKS 

Next week, students will have a chance to visit the book fair, but will not have a library class. Students 
may keep this week's books (signed out Dec. 4-6) until Dec. 18-20. Happy reading! 
 
 

 
 

DATES TO LOOK AHEAD TO: 

Dec Jan Feb 
7 – Skating Permission Forms Due 
7 – SAS Band Performance 
11-13 – Book Fair 
12 – Winter Concerts (Even Divisions) 
13 – Winter Concerts (Odd Divisions) 
15 – Hot Lunch Orders Due  
20 – Dec Birthday Cupcakes 
21 – Hot Lunch (Panago) 
22 – Last day before Winter Vacation  

7 – School Re-Opens 
11 – Skating (Grades 1-3) 
15 – Skating (Grades 4-5) 
16 – Assembly HeARTbeat Theatre 
18 – Skating (Grades 1-3) 
22 – Skating (Grades 4-5) 
28 – PAC Meeting 
29 – Skating (Grades 1-3) 
31 – Jan Birthday Cupcakes 
31 – Report Cards Home 
  

8 – SAR Adventure Smart Day 
15 – Pro-D Day 
18 – Family Day 
25 – PAC Meeting 
27 – Pink Shirt Day 
28 – Feb Birthday Cupcakes 
  

 

 

 

 



 

HILLCREST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
SKATING PROGRAM 2019 
Important information for Parents 

 

HELMETS:   Students and parent coaches must wear either hockey, bike or similar type 
helmets. 

GLOVES: Students must wear some kind of gloves. 

SNOWPANTS:  Snow pants are highly recommended for Grade 1, 2 and 3 students. 

SKATES:   Parents who do not have skates for their child are encouraged to borrow from a 
friend.  We also have some skates at school. Please indicate on your permission 
form if you would like us to try fit your child with a pair of skates. A third option 
is renting from the rink. Please be sure to book these in advance, if required. 

TRANSPORTATION:  Students will bus to and from Shaw Centre.  

FOOD/DRINKS:  Students are not permitted to purchase any items at the rink.  Do not send 
money. 

LESSONS: For Grade 1, 2, 3 lessons, students will be separated into groups and receive a 
30-minute lesson.  A 15-minute free skate will follow.  Parents who have 
coaching certification and a helmet are welcome to assist during lessons.  Other 
parents will be needed to tie skates and are welcome on the ice during the 15-
minute recreational skate at the end of the session provided they have a helmet.  
Please indicate on the permission form the level of your child’s skating and if you 
are a coach and are willing to assist. 

STICKS/MASKS: Students from Ms. Tyssen/Matuga’s, Mrs. Gecse’s, Mrs. Wentworth and Mrs. 
Menzies classes may choose to skate on one sheet of ice or play hockey on the 
other sheet of ice.  If choosing to play hockey, students must have their own stick 
and helmet with a mask.  For these classes’ parents are welcome to join in for 
the complete session. 

 

 

If you have any questions,  

please contact your classroom teacher 

 or Mr. Ritchie 

 

 



 

K-3 Skating Schedule – Jan 2019  
Friday Jan 11, Friday Jan 18 and Tuesday Jan 29 

 

Lesson Time Division Teachers Bus 
Leaves 
School 

Bus 
Leaves 
Arena 

9:00 – 9:45 12 
9 

Morrison (K/1) 
Meerza (3) 

 

8:35 9:55 

9:45 – 10:30 8 
11 

 

Corbett (2) 
Boyd (1) 

 

9:20 10:40 

10:30 – 11:15 10 
6 

Mueller (1/2) 
Housden (3) 

 

10:05 11:25 

11:15 – 12:00 
 

 

7 
5 

Larmand (3) 
Smith (3) 

10:50 12:10 

 

Grade 4/5 Skating Schedule – Jan 2019  
Tuesday Jan 15 and Tuesday Jan 22 

Lesson Time Division Teachers Bus 
Leaves 
School 

Bus 
Leaves 
Arena 

10:00 – 11:00 1 
2 
3 
4 
 

Menzies (5) 
Tyssen (5) 

Wentworth (4) 
Gecse (4) 

 

9:40 11:05 
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