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Dear Parents,             

It’s hard to believe there are only three months left in the school year. There is a lot to look forward to in 
that time though. Cross Country Running, Track and Field, HFHL, Spring Carnival, Field Trips, Fun Day, 
Kindergarten Orientation, Battle of the Bands, Swimming, and Student Led Conferences are just a few of the 
activities we have planned. A huge thank you to all of our staff, students and parent volunteers for creating 
such a wonderful learning community here at Hillcrest.  
 
Gord Ritchie  
Principal 
 

 
DATES TO LOOK AHEAD TO: 

Apr May June 
8 – Green Shirt Day 
11 – Indigenous Parent Sharing Circle 
11 – Parent Curriculum Night 
15 – School Clothing Orders Due 
15-30  – Interims/Student Leds 
16 – Talk Sex Today Parent Night (SMS) 
19 – Good Friday 
22 – Easter Monday 
23 – Pro-D Day 
24 – Flower Orders Due 
25 – Apr Birthday Cupcakes 
26 – Hot Lunch (Subway) 
26 – Hillcrest Hustle (Run) 
29 – PAC Meeting 
30 – Roots and Blues Orders Due 
  

1 – Bastion Boogie (Run)  
3 – Spring Carnival 
7 – Tree Planting  
8 – Grade 5 Parent Night (SMS) 
9 – Little Mountain Stomp (Run) 
13 – Class photos 
13 – Lauren Mann Concert 
17 – Pro-D Day 
20 – Victoria Day 
21 – Kindergarten Orientation 
22 – Measles Immunizations 
27 – PAC Meeting 
28 – Swimming Group 1 
30 – May Birthday Cupcakes 
30 – Swimming Group 2 
31 – Hot Lunch (Sushi Kotan) 

4 – District Track & Field Meet 
4 – Swimming Group 1  
6 – Swimming Group 2 
10 – Grade 5 Visit to SMS (FR) 
11 – Swimming Group 1  
11 – Swimming (Gr.4&5) 
13 – Grade 5 Visit to SMS (EN) 
13 – Swimming Group 2 
18 – Swimming Group 1  
18 – Swimming (Gr.4&5) 
20 – Swimming Group 2 
21 – Hot Lunch (Panago) 
21 – Fun Day 
27 – Report Cards home 
27 – Last Day for Students 
28 – Administrative Day 
 

 
 
CROSS COUNTRY RUNNING 

Training for the Cross-Country Running season has begun! There will be a meeting and letter coming 
home for any students who would like to join the Hillcrest Cross-Country team in the next couple of 
weeks. If there are any parents who would be willing to help out with the Hillcrest Hustle race on April 
26 please contact Gord Ritchie (gritchie@sd83.bc.ca). 

mailto:nca@sd83.bc.ca


 

ROOTS AND BLUES FUNDRAISER 

Back by popular demand, Roots and Blues adult weekend passes can now be purchased from the 
Hillcrest PAC for only $139, which is a $20 savings! To place your order please bring payment to the 
school office (cheques payable to “Hillcrest Elementary PAC”). Passes will be available for pickup in the 
school office on Friday May 3, 2019. Please contact Morgan Wilson (mturland@gmail.com) for more 
information. There is an order form to be filled at the end of the newsletter.  

PAC EXECUTIVE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We are currently looking for parents who may be interested in a position (ie. Treasurer, Vice-President, 
etc.) on our PAC executive next year. If you think you may be able to help please contact Morgan Wilson 
(mturland@gmail.com) for more information about what’s involved.  

SCHOOL CLOTHING ORDER 

Order your Hillcrest School Clothing now! Our online store (https://hillcrestelem.itemorder.com/) 
accepts payment with Visa, Mastercard or American Express credit cards.  The online store will 
be closing Monday, April 15th, 2019. Orders will be available for pick up at Hillcrest Elementary by 
Wednesday, May 8th.  For families without access to credit card payment for online orders, please 
contact the school office to place your order.   

                       
        $14 or $18       $32             $58 
 

Samples are available in the office for sizing.  More items available online at 
https://hillcrestelem.itemorder.com/ 

 
CROSSWALKS AND SCHOOL ZONES 

Student Safety at Hillcrest is our number one priority. With that in mind we would like to remind parents 
to please drive with extreme caution near the school. Please… 

• Do not park within 3 car lengths of a cross walk. This applies to parents picking up across the 
field and for parents picking up in our main parking lot.  It can be particularly unsafe for students 
trying to use the crosswalk if cars can’t see them coming. 

• Obey the school zone speed limits of 30km/hr.  
• Be respectful of others time by following the 30 second rule in the Kiss and Go lane. 
• Use extreme caution when maneuvering around parked cars.  

Thank you for helping ensure all of our students stay safe.  
 

mailto:mturland@gmail.com
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BIKES, SKOOTERS AND SKATEBOARDS 

It’s awesome to see so many bikes and scooters coming to school now that the snow is gone. Please 
remind your child to… 

• Wear their Helmet at all times! 
• Walk their bike/scooter/skateboard while on school property.  
• Ensure their bike is locked up properly in the bike racks. 
• Ensure scooters/skateboards are kept outside the classroom door.  

 
SPRING CARNIVAL 

Save the date! Our Annual Spring Carnival is just around the corner. Please see below for some 
important information: 
 
• Doors open at 6:00 
• Concession open at 6:00 in 

the Multipurpose Room 
• Maker’s Market open at 

6:30 in the Library 
• Games & Activities start at 

6:30 
• Fireworks on the field at the 

end of the Carnival 
• Bracelets are $10 for 

students, $5 for preschool 
aged children 

 
Volunteers Needed: Please contact Morgan Wilson (mturland@gmail.com) if you can help out! 
 
Thank you to the parents/guardians that have already indicated that they can volunteer. Carnival brings 
in much needed funds that help pay for school programs for your children. Without your help, we can't 
make the Carnival happen. 
 
PARENT CURRICULUM NIGHT 

Parents are invited to attend a curriculum information night at SMS on Thursday April 11, 2019 at 
6:00pm. This is an excellent opportunity to find out more about the new curriculum and how it may be 
influencing your child and their learning. This event is hosted by the SD83 Curriculum Team, who will be 
providing a 30min presentation on the new curriculum. Following the presentation, there will be a 
question period and a Gallery Walk to see some real-life examples from schools in the Salmon Arm Area. 

INTERIM REPORTS/STUDENT LED CONFERENCES 

Teachers are busy preparing for our fourth student progress reporting period of the school year. The 
April Student Progress Reports may look different in each class, and will depend on the preference of 
your child’s teacher. Some teachers will be preparing a written Interim Progress Report to send home 
while others will be holding Student Led Conferences. Whatever form they may take, all student 
progress reports should be completed by Tuesday April 30. Students will be receiving their final Formal 
Report Card at the end of June. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact your child’s 
teacher. 



 

CLASS PLACEMENT REQUESTS 

The placement of each child is carefully discussed by a team comprised of the child’s present teacher, 
possible teachers for the coming year, other teachers involved in the student’s learning, and the 
Principal.  The resulting placement takes into account the whole child.  The following factors are 
considered when grouping children: 

1. Diversity in development (academic ability) 
2. Unique learning needs 
3. Teaching styles 
4. Social dynamics 
5. Family relationships (e.g. siblings) 
6. Personality 
7. Gender balance 
8. Parent information 

 
Parents who have specific educational concerns with respect to the placement of their child/children 
should make a written request (Email or Letter) to the Principal (gritchie@sd83.bc.ca) by May 31, 2019. 
The letter should outline the educational reasons (see above) for the request. In some instances, 
parents may be asked to come in for an interview or contacted by phone for more information regarding 
their request. Please note, however, that the final decision regarding student placement rests with the 
school principal. 
 
LIBRARY RENOVATIONS 

We are extremely excited to report that our 
library renovations are now complete! We 
would like to thank all of the workers from 
the operations department for going above 
and beyond to help create a modern and 
welcoming learning space for our students 
and staff.  

A huge thank you to Mrs. Reed as well for 
the countless hours she spent after school, 
on weekends, and during spring break to 
ensure our library stayed open as much as 
possible during the renovations. 

KINDERGARTEN ORRIENTATION 

Hillcrest will be hosting a Kindergarten Orientation on Tuesday May 21, 2019, for students and families 
who will be starting Kindergarten in Sept 2019. Families will meet the school principal, teachers and 
school resource personnel while participating in a number of play-based learning activities. The 
orientation will start at 12:40pm and finish by 1:55pm. An invitation will be sent in the mail to families 
that have already registered this week. For more information please contact the school at (250) 832-
7195. If you know of a family new to the area who may not have registered yet, please remind them to 
come in and register ASAP. 



 

SPRING FLOWER ORDERS 

Please watch for a Spring Flower Order form that will be coming home with your child this week. Orders 
are due on Friday April 24. Plants can be picked up on Tuesday May 7. Orders must be placed online at 
http://www.hillcrest.schoollunchorders.net. Payment can be made online or cash/cheque can be 
dropped off in the office. Please make cheques payable to “Hillcrest Elementary PAC”.  

SCHOOL ASSEMBLY and SCHOOL WIDE RUNS 
 
During the month of April students will be participating in a school wide run every Mon, Wed and Fri for 
20min before short recess. Students are encouraged to complete as many laps as possible during that 
time. 

Before heading out for our first school wide run on Friday April 5, 2019, we had a short Assembly. Below 
are some of the things we reminded students about before discussing the run. We also talked about our 
expectations around Bikes, Scooters and Skateboards at school. Reinforcing the beliefs below at home 
as well is greatly appreciated. 

BEING A GOOD FRIEND 

By always being kind and 
including everyone. A good 
friend also listens, shares and 
take turns.  

BEING A POSITIVE LEADER 

By offering to help, getting 
involved, playing by the 
rules of the game, and 
having fun.  
 

SHOWING THAT YOU CARE 

By respecting others and the 
environment. Doing your 
best and following the rules 
also show that you care. 

PLAYING SAFE 

By staying in bounds, not 
climbing trees or other objects 
not meant for climbing, thinking 
about the consequences before 
doing something, and following 
the rules.  

STICKS (and rocks) ARE 
FOR BUILDING 

By using dead sticks for 
building, not as weapons. 
And remembering “if you 
didn’t build it you don’t 
break it.”   

 

HANDS (and body) TO SELF 

By remembering that with 
the exception of high fives 
and tag, we are a hands-off 
school. Play fighting is hands-
on and not acceptable at 
school. 

If someone is bothering you, you should use your WITS. 

Walk away, Ignore, Talk it out, or Seek help 

 

MEASLES IMMUNIZATION CATCH-UP PROGRAM 

The province is starting a measles immunization catch-up program. This program will run from April 
through June 2019 for children in kindergarten to grade 12 who are not up-to-date for measles 
vaccinations. This will help to protect all children against measles disease. This program will be visiting 
Hillcrest on May 22, 2019. More information will be sent home as we receive it.  
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VACCINATIONS FOR K-STUDENTS 2019-2020 

TO BOOK CALL 250-833-4101 
OPTIONS- daytime or evening; Salmon Arm, Blind Bay or Sorrento 
  

DATE Time Where Details 
Wed. April 10 9 am-3 pm Salmon Arm Health Centre 

851 16 St NE 
Salmon Arm 

Immunization “Fair” with 
interactive displays, fish pond, 
face painting 

Mon. April 15 2-4 pm Copper Island Health Clinic, 
Blind Bay 

Immunizations only 

Mon. May 6 
EVENING CLINIC 

3 pm-7 pm Salmon Arm Health Centre 
851 16 St NE 
Salmon Arm 

Immunization clinic with fish 
pond prizes 

Monday May 27 2-4 pm Sorrento- location TBA Immunizations only 
  
Most children require two pre-school immunizations for diphtheria/ pertussis/ tetanus/polio (“TdaP-P”) 
and chicken pox/ measles/mumps/rubella (“MMR-V”). 
Other vaccines that your child may be due for will also be offered. 
Vaccine info available online at www.immunizebc.ca 
 

BEARS, COUGARS AND OTHER WILDLIFE 

This is the time of year when bears, cougars and other wild animals often move into some Salmon Arm 
neighbourhoods.  We all need to be prepared, should we come across a wild animal.  Bear and Cougar 
attacks are uncommon, but precautions should still be taken.  

Please talk to your children about precautions to take in their neighborhood and when walking back and 
forth to school.  Some suggestions (https://wildsafebc.com/) are: 

To Do: 

 Walk in groups of 3 or more and make lots of noise. 
 If you carry food, it should be sealed up in your lunch kit and backpack. 
 Be alert, look around. 
 Use sidewalks along the road instead of shortcuts through forest or shrubby areas.  
 If you do see a bear/cougar, keep calm, make yourself looks as large as possible, back away 

slowly, speak in a loud low voice if the animal continues to approach.  
 If it is a bear you should avoid eye contact. If it is a cougar you should maintain eye contact.   
 Please report any wild animal sightings to the school. 

 
Do NOT 

 Do not run away. Sudden movements may provoke an attack.  
 Do not carry or eat food on the way home.  
 Do not approach a bear, cougar or other wild animal, and do not leave out food for it.  

 
Thanks for your help and support. 
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HOT LUNCH  

Hot lunch orders will be available for order for the remainder of the school year starting April 9th. 
Please visit www.hillcrest.schoollunchorders.net to view and order for your child! 
 
April 26th - Subway (order deadline April 21) 

May 31st - Sushi Kotan (order deadline May 24th) 

June 21st - Panago (order deadline June 14th) 
 

PLASTIC BAGS  

Division 5 is looking for plastic bags for a project they are working on. If you have any that you 
are willing to donate, please drop them off in room 18. Thanks! 
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