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Our Green Team had a look at the pictures of waste collected on October 30, 2019 and came up 
with a few tips for kids to help cut down on waste: 

 
1) Remember to take home plastic Ziplock-style baggies in order to clean then and reuse. 

2) Remember to put paper towels in the compost. 
3) Did you know that food like fish crackers or yogurt can be bought in large containers, and then 

put into small containers to cut down on individual wrapping? These is usually a cheaper 
option too! 

4) Individual container such as yogurt must be washed thoroughly so it can be recycled. 
 

The Green Team was so impressed by how many students and staff are already implementing zero 
waste strategies, that we have decided to make Zero-waste lunch a monthly event! Zero-waste 

lunches will be held on the last Wednesday of every month until the end of the school year. 
 

Next Zero-Waste lunch day: November 27, 2019 
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Congratulations to everyone in the Hillcrest community on your wonderful effort during our Zero-
Waste Lunch October 30, 2019!  We were very impressed with so many staff and students who had 
zero waste in their lunch!  There were some fantastic examples of waste-free lunch kits, containers, 
thermoses, water bottles and reusable wraps that many students already use regularly.  
 
Although there were still a few wrappers and waste products at school that day, it was really cool to 
see students and teachers thinking about how those items might be re-used or what would be the 
most responsible way to dispose of those items. One class kept track of all of their waste items over the 
course of the full day discussed ways the items could be reduced and the best ways to dispose of those 
items; for example: orange peel (compost), yogurt or apple sauce container (recycling - thoroughly 
washed), juice box (return for money).  
 
Overall, the day was a great success that helped all of us to think about what we can do to cut down on 
food waste.   At the end of the day, the Green Team collected the waste items from all classrooms 
including garbage and recycling.   
 
The total weight of all waste items collected that day for the ENTIRE school was just over 1lb!  We 
feel that this was pretty good for our first attempt at a zero-waste lunch in a school of 325 students!  

 



 

 

November’s Green Team Projects:  
1. The Green Team was motivated to continue with the idea of plastic 

reduction at school. Our students are going through all the Crayola 
markers in the school and putting a bin together with markers that no 
longer work. We will be sending these back to Crayola to participate in 

their Colorcycle program. Crayola will pay for the shipping of used 
markers back to their factory, where they then refill used markers in 

order to keep them out of landfills.  For more information:  
www.crayola.com/colorcycle 

 
2. Our Green Team will also be adding a weekly “Green Team Tip” on 

various environmental topics during the school’s morning 
announcements every Wednesday. 

The Hillcrest Green Team is a drop-in lunchtime 
club that meets every Monday in the library. 

Our aim is to discuss climate change issues that 
affect our school and plan events that support 
eco-friendly change. The club is facilitated by 
Fiona Fleming, Sharon Bennett, and Christina 

Watters. We welcome parent volunteers!  
Contact: Fiona Fleming at 
earlfiona@hotmail.com  

 

Upcoming Monthly Green Team Themes: 
• December: A Green(er) and Kinder Christmas: How to reduce waste at Christmas  
• January: Oceans and Plastic: How can we make local choices for bigger impact? 
• February:  Energy Usage   
• March: Water Conservation (World water day on March 22, 2020) 
• April: Earth Day on April 22, 2019 – stay tuned…  
• May:  Gardens and Bugs  
• June: Summer and Local Food  
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