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December Theme  - A Green(er) and Kinder Christmas: How to reduce waste at Christmas 

Canada leads the developed world in garbage production per capita. And the holidays are no 
exception — in fact, they're worse: our waste volume goes up 25% between mid-November and 
New Year’s Eve.  If every Canadian wrapped just three gifts in reused materials this year, enough 
paper would be saved to cover 45,000 hockey rinks. To that end, the Green Team kids had fun 
getting crafty and upcycled newspaper to make into wrapping paper. We wrapped a bunch of old 
boxes and made a display with our creations near the gym entrance. We also gave a package of 
newspaper to every classroom so that all the kids in the school can make a piece of re-invented 
wrapping paper to take home. Keep your eyes peeled for some awesome “new” wrapping paper 
coming home with your kids!  

We also upcycled old Christmas cards with labels and gave three to each classroom. We have invited 
each class to write something they are grateful for over the holiday season (that does not pertain to 
gifts!) or an act of kindness they observed. Each class will add their cards to the Green Team Bulletin 
board to create a wall of kindness and gratitude. We wanted the shift focus from gifts to the other 
aspects of the holidays. In our green team meeting today we brainstormed some things we are 
grateful for and a couple of the responses were “I am grateful that the sun comes up every day” and 
“I am grateful to have a family that loves me”.  Kids are so sweet!  
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November update 
Zero-Waste Lunch has rolled out on a monthly basis with our 
second event in November.  Again, it went really well and we 

were so excited to hear the kids telling us all about the ways they 
were storing their food. One little girl showed us the little lunch 
bags her grandma has sown for her!  We noticed how many kids 
are switching to bento boxes too. During one lunch meeting, we 

baked the granola bars with the kids from the last newsletter. 
 

Next Zero Waste Lunch day is December 18, 2019 
We invite all kids to wear green on that day if they want to!  

 
 



 

Green Team Crayola Project Update:  
Our Green Team students decorated a box with recycled materials to put 

all the used Crayola markers in.  Once we have 8-10 pounds of markers, we 
will send these back to Crayola to be re-purposed. The collection box will 

be placed near the gym at the Green Team bulletin board area for the rest 
of December and parents are welcome to bring in old Crayola markers and 

put them in our collection box. For more information: 
www.crayola.com/colorcycle 

 

The Hillcrest Green Team is a drop-in lunchtime 
club that has been meeting every Monday.  

Our meeting will be moving to Wednesdays at 
lunch in the new year.   

The club is facilitated by Fiona Fleming, Sharon 
Bennett, and Christina Watters. We welcome 

parent volunteers, feedback, suggestions, etc.!  
Contact: Fiona Fleming at 
earlfiona@hotmail.com  

Upcoming Monthly Green Team Themes: 
• January: Oceans and Plastic: How can we make local choices for bigger impact? 
• February:  Energy Usage   
• March: Water Conservation (World water day on March 22, 2020) 
• April: Earth Day on April 22, 2019 – stay tuned…  
• May:  Gardens and Bugs  
• June: Summer and Local Food  

New Project Update:  
After some discussion about the hardest food items to make zero waste in our 
lunches, our Green Team students helped write a letter to three companies in 

Canada that make or distribute granola bars. We asked them to consider 
investing in compostable wrappers. The three letters will be posted this week!  
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