
Hillcrest Elementary School - PAC Meeting Minutes  
Monday September 28, 2020 

 
 
 
*Parents in Attendance: Morgan Wilson, Kayla Vannieuwenhuizen, Cailey Van Ommen, 
Tyler Stevenson, Chantelle Burgess, Joanna Hamilton, Pattie Perkins, Fiona Flemming, 
Gary Kallen, Anita Worton, Jenn Gerow 
 
Staff in Attendance:  Gord Ritchie (Principal), Allie Tyssen (teacher), Marianne VanBuskirk 
(SD83), Devon Corrie (teacher) 
 
*names may be missing, on the replay of the meeting names do not appear. 
 
Meeting called to order: 7:01 pm 
 
Review of minutes from last meeting 
Motion from Joanna Hamilton to adopt the minutes with the adjustment of missing parents 
names, second by Gary Kallen. All in favour. Motion Carried 
 
Principal's message - Gord Ritchie  
(See attached letter) 
 

a) Huge thank you for such a great start up. Teachers have done a great job at making 
sure students are feeling safe and cared for. Thank you to the parents for their 
cooperation, thank you to Kayla for getting the breakfast program up and running 
quickly and to the volunteers cooking for students.  

i) Joanna Hamilton - the only feedback heard was that the emails that went out 
did not state which child was in which class if multiple children were in the 
same household. But the emails were great otherwise.  

b) Terry Fox run coming up next week, students may bring in donations. Cohorts will be 
doing it together, so it will go over the entire week.  

c) New gym floor is finally in after the leak last year. Gym is looking great! 
d) Orange shirt day is coming up in a couple of days. Great time to talk about all things, 

including the residential schools, anti racism and anti bullying.  
e) FSA’s -  grade 4 students will not be doing them in October/November. Postponed 

until January.  
f) School fees and forms - same as last year through parent connect. Instructions on 

the parent connect page for those who are having a hard time getting in. School fees 
are about the same, less the Cultural fees as we had about $3 per child leftover. We 
may be doing some things in the Spring but we will see how the year goes. Supply 
fees went up as we need more per child $32 to $35. Activity fee, $20, stayed as is for 
field trips.  

i) Morgan Wilson - super great to be able to E transfer the school fees!  
g) Most kids came back to the school - about 302 students. We lost about 10 to either 

EOP full time or other DL schools in the area. Have no had to restructure class or 
layoff staff, luckily.  



h) Asking all visitors, including staff, must wear masks when in the school and hallways.  
 
Teacher Message 
 

a) Devon Corrie - thank you to everyone for being gentle and kind to us. It has been 
hard but great overall. Things change quickly but I'm thankful for everyone.  

 
SD83 Trustee - Marianne 

a) Thank you for allowing me to partake in your meetings. You are all doing a fantastic 
job through this hard times. Enrollment is healthy around the district. Higher than the 
provincial norm, here at Hillcrest. Families are very trusting that schools are safe and 
accolades to everyone for that. I had a lot of meetings over the summer, and it was 
clear how proud I am of SD83 and all the hard work but all staff. Trustees are 
meeting with others on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday to talk about start up and 
how things have gone. If you have questions or concerns please let me know.  

 
 
PAC Business 
 

a) Chantelle - Budget.  
i) Didn’t get the gaming grant yet. Winging it not knowing how much, if at all, we 

will get.  
ii) Did not add the Spring Carnival or Roots and Blues sales, knowing we 

probably won’t have them.  
iii) Apple fundraiser also not added, as we aren't sure what we will get from that. 
iv) Expenses are higher than income, right now, because of that. We have 

assumed everything is going to happen in our expenses, swimming, 
gymnastics etc. even though we do not know.  

b) Financials -  
i) We did not have the Spring Carnival, Spring flowers or Roots and Blues sales 

so down a bit for what we were expecting for income. In the negative $13,374 
mostly because of the big purchases - library furniture, ipads and self 
regulation equipment. That came to about $12,000 so we didn’t do too bad 
assuming what happened with Covid.  

ii) Hot lunch days are hard, as we have 3 months owing to students, so they are 
in the expenses. $2800 approx. which we will have to figure out for this year. 

iii) Balancea of both accounts at bottom of spreadsheet. Projected expenses will 
be more than income, but we have a lot in our accounts so one bad year 
won’t hurt us too badly.  

iv) Credits from apple fundraisers may get those hot lunch credits, so it could 
work out okay.  

v) Gaming grant - expecting it to be a lot lower but we don’t really know. Last 
year we got $6,260. There is still $1,800 in the gaming account so it can go 
toward swimming or something else if needed.  

vi) Kayla - general estimate for apples is $2700 if every student sells one box. 
Bare minimum order of 80, is $720 for income. Added to budget. 

vii) Pattie - BC gaming grant website says there is no change to the program 
budget for 20/21 and that funds are available like in previous years.  



viii) Morgan says to lowball it at $5,000 as a safe estimate. 
Motion from Pattie Perkins to adopt the budget with the added gaming grant at $5,000, 
second by Joanna Hamilton. All in favour. Motion Carried 
 

c) Fundraising plans 
i) Purdys - Anitra has it up and running online. Putting together classroom 

packages to go out the week before Thanksgiving.  
ii) Christmas Flowers 
iii) Spring Flowers 
iv) Apples 

d) Hot lunch - will go ahead. Staggered lunch will help this. Primary students will have 
one parent deliver to the teacher, and the teacher will distribute.  

i) Tyler - Less parents would be ideal. 4 to 5 max to reduce people in the room 
ii) Kayla - did we decide on just pizza because they write the child’s name on 

each box? Gord - working with other vendors to do the same thing as Panago 
does for us. Sort by divisions, names etc. 

e) Breakfast program - still looking for a few volunteers. Not sure budget wise how 
things are looking as Kayla has only shopped twice. Kids will like the food choices, 
hopefully, being grab and go. Tuesday/Thursday is bagels and smoothies. Monday is 
muffins, hard boiled eggs and to go yoghurt, an egg and cheese wrap day and an 
egg mcmuffin day. Hot chocolate will be a go for the crossing guards.  

f) Still looking for someone to take over the DPAC rep. spot. Attending the DPAC 
meetings once a month and then reporting back. If anyone is interested, please let us 
know. Meetings will be virtual. As well as a couple days for Safe Arrival program 
phone calls 

g) PAC meeting format - what is the preference? In person? Online? 
i) Most seem happy with it being online.  

h) Benches - Gord and Tyler realized the decking needs too much support. Tyler will 
keep looking into the best idea. Maintenance to the wood benches was the idea 
behind the composite so now we will reassess.  

i) Fall cleanup - school yard could use a clean up, so we will see if we can plan for that. 
Another outdoor classroom will be going in, so we will try to get organized for that 
first. Will pick a day in October.  

j) Gord - playground, what has happened with the plaque that was meant to be on 
there? Morgan will touch base with the company this weekend about getting it made 
and done.  

k) Gord - Staff were looking for a couple things as a request for PAC. Teachers will put 
together a list for the next meeting.  

l) Halloween - no parade but classes will have their own events if they choose. 
Costumes will be allowed.  

 
Next meeting, October 26th  
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:57 


