
Hillcrest Elementary School - PAC Meeting Minutes
Monday January 31, 2022

Parents in Attendance: Morgan Wilson, Chantelle Burgess, Kayla Vannieuwenhuizen,
Fiona Fleming, Tyler Stevenson, Erin Sudbury, Allison Tyssen, Kristy Cruikshank, Cailey Van
Ommen, Nadya Kelly
Staff in Attendance: Gord Ritchie, Devon Corrie, Laurelle Larmand, Marianne VanBuskirk

Meeting called to order: 8:00 pm

Review of Minutes
Fiona Fleming motions to adopt the minutes
All in favour

Message from the Principal: Gord Ritchie (see insert if needed)
1) Welcome back! After the delay and then flood, it is great to be here. Huge thanks to

all our staff and crew at operations at sd83 and okanagan restoration for getting our
school back in order.

2) Thanks to all the parents doing the health checks and keeping kids home when sick.
3) Daily attendance has been down but Interior Health won't functionally close unless it

becomes a staffing issue.
4) Report cards are delayed a week due to the delay start and ill students.
5) Dance has been amazing! Second year with Just for Kicks, thank you to the PAC

support on this.
6) Skating starts next week. Sizing up kids who need skates this week. Looking for a

few more parents to help tie skates.
7) Joanna and Kristy, thank you for our unplug and play event! Though it wasn’t as

planned, it was still great.
8) Cross country skiing is wrapping up - huge thank you to our teachers and parents for

making this possible. We now have 40 full sets of skis.
9) Let any parents know in our area that Kindergarten registration is now open!
10) Modified basketball at lunch for our grade 5 students starting up soon.

Message from the teachers - Laurelle Larmand
1) So grateful for the field trip and bussing money - it costs a lot! Offsets the costs for

parents, as well.
2) Thankful for the breakfast program up and running so that our kids have a healthy

start to the day
3) Devon Corrine - Breakfast program as well. Thank you so very much for keeping it

going. All the support within the community for all the staff and families having covid.
4) Reading scores through PM benchmarks - Hillcrest has scored excellent.



DPAC - Fiona Fleming
1) Configuration issues that are ongoing has been brought up due to covid and other

reasons.
2) DPAC wanted to let all the PACs know they are trying to attend PAC meetings so if

we would like a DPAC representative to attend a meeting we can ask.
3) Hot lunch challenge from the Shuswap Food Action society. Encouraging all schools

to host a hot lunch during the month of February. Cooking by PAC but funded by the
Food Action Society. Many logistics so if it was to be done it would be need to be
organised quickly. Kayla will reach out.

4) School district has been getting a lot of abuse unfortunately, which is disappointing.
5) How can PACs show appreciation and support to teachers in this tough time?
6) Elections are coming up for school board.

Message from Marianna VanBuskirk
1) Huge thank you to the PAC and Hillcrest for your patience on the health checks and

the flooding. Many accolades to the staff who pitched in with the flooding.
2) Ugly sweater winter show - it was positive in these hard times and a huge thank you

everyone who put it together. And to the PAC for their work with popcorn and hot
chocolate.

3) DPAC - yes the long range facilities plan was brought up. 2.5 year process the board
did put forth a motion to reconfigure schools to 3 schools with 2 transitions instead of
4 schools with 3 transitions. Committee has made a motion to pause for awhile due
to the pandemic. 2022/2023 no change due to this. 2023/2024 the change potentially
to take place. Unsure if the pandemic will change the trajectory of student numbers.

4) CBC music challenge was shown to the trustees (Bastion and Hillcrest schools).
They absolutely loved it and were in awe. Huge shout out to everyone who has
supported that.

PAC Business
1) Treasurer update

a) Balances - Gaming $6,343.97, covering dance and swimming bill from this.
Operations $37,745.74

b) Popcorn and hot chocolate was $851.65 profit - going to the music
department

c) Teachers - is anything needed? Please bring a list to the next meeting.
2) Kristy - hot lunch. In touch with vendors and due to covid things have been put on

pause for January. Confirmed going forward into Spring. March 18 is being added to
make up for the missed January.

Adjourned at 8:51
NExt meeting February 28, 2022


