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YEAR-END NEWSLETTER – JUNE 24, 2022 

 

Dear Hillcrest Families,             

Thank you for another fantastic school year and for sharing your children with us! We truly appreciate 
the opportunity to build memories, have fun, and learn with your incredible children. It was a pleasure 
to read our report cards last week as it was evident that all our students have worked extremely hard 
this year and have come so far with their learning.  
 
This newsletter contains some important information about end of year items and school start-up for 
Sept 2022. Please note, the first day of school next year for Grade 1-5 students will be on Wednesday 
Sept 7. Also, our daily bell schedule will be slightly different next year. The school day will begin at 
8:13am and will finish at 2:10pm.  Families with students in Kindergarten should refer to the gradual 
entry schedule they received at our K-Orientation in planning for the first two weeks. 

On a personal note, it has been an absolute honour to work in such an amazing school and community. 
Our students have such kind hearts and always come to school happy and ready to learn. Our parents 
are always so supportive and genuinely care about how their children are doing at school. Our staff care 
deeply for their students, are extremely skilled educators, and have a true passion for learning. I have 
learnt so much during my time at Hillcrest and I want to thank everyone for making my time at Hillcrest 
so memorable.  

Finally, I would like to wish everyone a wonderful and safe summer filled with relaxation, fun, 
adventure, and lots of new memories with your family.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Gord Ritchie 
Principal 
 

“WHERE EVERYONE BELONGS!” 
 



 
OFFICE HOURS 
The office will be open during the summer as per the schedule below.  Please call (250) 832-7195 during 
these times if you would like to schedule an appointment to meet with Ms. Jodi Garries (New Principal). 
If you did not pick up your report card in June or you would just like to stop by and say “hi” please feel 
free to pop in as well. 
 
SUMMER HOURS - Monday August 29 – Friday September 2 (8:00am – 2:30pm) 
REGULAR HOURS BEGIN - Tuesday Sept 6 (7:30am – 3:00pm) 
 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
Families do not need to go out and purchase school supplies for their children. The school has purchased 
school supplies for each classroom, and families are charged a School Supply Fee to cover the cost of the 
supplies used over the course of the year. In preparation for the first day, students will need to have a 
backpack and a clean pair of indoor runners (with non-marking soles). A School Supply Fee Letter will 
be sent home as part of a newsletter during the first week. 

NEW REGISTRATIONS 
New student registration will take place on Tuesday August 30st from 8:00am-2:30pm. Please bring the 
following documents with you when registering your child. 

• Birth Certificate 
• Care Card 
• Immunization Record 
• Proof of Residency (ie. a hydro bill, rental agreement etc. with your name and address 

on it) 
If you cannot make it in to register during this time, please contact the school by phone at (250) 832-
7195 or by email at hil@sd83.bc.ca. 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 
 
The first day of school for Grade 1 – 5 
students will be Wednesday, September 7.   
 
The office will be open on Tuesday 
September 6, however, there will be no 
school for students on this day.  
 
When the Welcoming Bell rings at 8:09am 
on Wednesday September 7, returning 
students will line-up at the exterior door 
of last year’s classroom and new students 
will report to the office for an orientation. Students will spend the first day in their last year’s 
classrooms, so we can determine who has moved away and who has recently registered.  This will be a 
full day for students so please make sure they come with a snack, lunch, and indoor shoes.  Students will 
be dismissed at 2:10pm.  
 
 
 



 
Grade 1-5 parents should look for an email on the evening of Wednesday September 7. If we can finalize 
our class placements on Wednesday September 7, the email you receive will contain information about 
your child’s new teacher. If we are not able to finalize our class placements on Wednesday September 7, 
Grade 1-5 students should report to last year’s classroom again on Thursday September 8.  
 
Kindergarten students will begin their Gradual Entry on Thursday, September 8.  Information about 
Kindergarten Gradual Entry was sent home in June at our Kindergarten Orientation event. There will also 
be a follow-up email sent to parents during the first week of September. 

SAYING GOODBYE 

 
 
It is always hard to say good-bye at this time of year to students, staff and families leaving. At our Grade 
5 Celebration on Tuesday June 21, we took some time to say farewell to our grade 5 students, and the 
families whose youngest child is in grade 5.  We would like to wish our Grade 5 students all the best as 
they move on to middle school and start the next chapter in their learning journeys.  
 
We would also like to say good-bye to those students, and their families, who are moving to new schools 
or new communities over the summer. We hope your children enjoyed their time at Hillcrest 
Elementary, and we would like to wish each of you all the best in your new endeavors.  
 
Finally, we are so very fortunate to have such a strong staff at Hillcrest. We would like to say good-bye 
to the following individuals and wish them all the best as they move on to new opportunities. We would 
also like to congratulate Mrs. Knipe on her retirement this year. 41 years of teaching is an amazing 
accomplishment! 
 

Cheri Matuga (Teacher) Erin Sudbury (Teacher) 
Gord Ritchie (Principal) Natasha Boyce (Teacher) 
Sherry Knipe (Teacher) Sarah Dickson (CEA) 

Jennifer Reed (Teacher Librarian) Cailey Van Ommen (CEA) 
Trina Baum (CEA) Leesa Genier (CEA) 
Patti Bliss (ECE) Jen Gerow (Secretary) 

Sian Lawson (Teacher) Christina Waters (Teacher) 
Patti Perkins (Teacher) Hussam Alhassan (Custodian) 

Lisa Anderson (CEA)  



REPORT CARDS 

Paper report cards were sent home with students on Thursday June 23, 2022. Please take the time to 
read through the report card with your child.  Celebrate the successes, as all our students work hard 
every day.  We are all proud of these accomplishments. 

If you would like to download a color copy of your child’s report card, they can be accessed online 
though the MyEd BC Family Portal.  

LINK:  MyEd BC Family Portal Log-in 

If you set up your MyEd account when it was activated in December, you should be able to log in with 
your email address and the password you created. Please note, you will probably be required to change 
your password though as MyEd requires users to change their password every few months.  

If you have not yet set up your MyED account, you can do so entering your email address (the one you 
use to receive Hillcrest emails) as the Login ID, then clicking on the “I forgot my password” link. An email 
will then be sent to you with a temporary password. Once you log in with your temporary password, you 
will be prompted to change your password.   

For more information about your MyEd BC Family Portal account please go ParentsàMyEd Family 
Portal from the drop-down menu at top of the page on the Hillcrest Website.  

LINK: https://hil.sd83.bc.ca/myed-parent-portal/ 

To view your child’s report card after you have logged into the MyEd BC Family Portal, scroll down the 
page until you see a section called “Published Reports” (right hand side of page). If you have more than 
one child in the school system, you will be able to see each child’s published report card PDFs.  Looking 
at the child's name (to the right), you will be able to tell which child you are viewing a report cards for.   

It is recommended that families save the PDF report card or print the PDF report card, as the report card 
is only available for the current school year. 

If you are having difficulties logging into the MyEd BC Family Portal please contact… 

 

MyEd BC School District No. 83 Support 
Phone:  250.804.7846 

Email:  MyEdSupport@sd83.bc.ca 

 

PARENT AND PAC THANK YOU! 

Every year we look back with pride at the opportunities we were able to provide our students. This 
would not be possible without the support of our countless parent volunteers and amazing Parents 
Advisory Council. 

This year our PAC organized a wonderful Spring Carnival, a Plug and Play Community Walk, and 
countless fundraisers (ie. Apples, Purdy’s Chocolates, Winter Flowers, Spring Flowers, Track and Field 
Concession etc.). They also coordinated our breakfast program, hot lunch program, a free soup hot 
lunch made from scratch in our Multi-purpose room, and two very special staff appreciation lunches. 

 



 

Our PAC provided financial support for our skating program, dance program, and swimming program. 
They also provided funds for each division to help offset the costs of fieldtrips. 

In addition to providing financial support for the programs mentioned above, funds raised by our PAC 
were used to purchase new benches for our school grounds and seven new Soundfield systems for our 
classrooms. The Soundfield systems purchased have been an excellent addition to our classrooms as 
they provide an improved learning environment for all students. 

Thank you to the hundreds of parents who were able to help as volunteers (ie. Skating, Spring Carnival, 
Swimming, Hillcrest Hustle, Field Trips, Hot Lunch, Breakfast Program, Fundraisers, etc.) so that we could 
provide the best possible learning experience for our students. And a special thank you to our amazing 
PAC Executive for the countless hours they put in behind the scenes this year. 

President:  Morgan Wilson      
Vice- President: Joanna Hamilton 
Secretary:  Kayla Vanniewenhuizen 
Treasurer: Chantelle Burgess 

Breakfast Club Coordinator: Kayla Vanniewenhuizen 
Hot Lunch Coordinator: Kristy Chruikshank 
DPAC:  Fiona Flemming 
 

We are so lucky to have such supportive families in our school community. Thank you for keeping the 
tradition alive! 

 

 

HAVE A WONDERFUL SUMMER EVERYONE! 

 



 

HILLCREST CALENDAR 2022/2023 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sept 
5 – Labour Day  
6 – Non-Instructional Day (School Start-Up)  
7 – School Begins (Full Day for Students) 
19 – Pro-D Day  
29 – Photo Day 
30 – National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 
 

Oct 
10 – Thanksgiving  
21 – Pro-D Day 
26 – Non-Instructional Day (Conference Day) 
28 – Photo Retakes 
 

 
Nov 
10 – Pro-D Day (Ministry Designated) 
11 – Remembrance Day 
30 – Written Learning Update 
 

 
Dec 
16 – Last Day before Winter Break 
19-30 – Winter Break 
 

 
 
Jan 
2 – New Year’s Day (Stat Holiday in Lieu) 
3 – School Re-Opens 
18 – Kindergarten Registration Opens (Sept 2023) 
30 – Pro-D Day  

 

 
Feb 
17 – Pro-D Day  
20 – Family Day 
 

 
Mar 
8 – Written Learning Update 
17 – Last Day before Spring Break 
20-31 – Spring Break 
 

 
Apr 
3 – School Re-Opens 
7 – Good Friday 
10 – Easter Monday 
 

 
 
May 
1 – Pro-D Day 
22 – Victoria Day 

 

 
June 
29 – Last Day before Summer Break 
29 – Written Summary of Learning 
30 – Non-Instructional Day (Administrative Day)  

 


